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"FLYING SAUCER"' COULD NOT
HAVE BEEN VENUS

MELBOURNE,May 26: Officialsat the Mt. StromloObservatory,

Canberra, said today that Trans-Australia Airlines (Government)

pilotscould not have mistakena light in the sky, first reported

as a "flyingsaucer."as the planetVenus.

Capt.G. Savage,a T.A.A.
senior pilot, reporteda "flying

saucer"near Canberraearly
this morning, but tonightsaid
that he had first thoughtit
mightbe a Russianplane,but
was convincedthat the red and
white

alternatinglightshe had
seen were a phenomenon

causedby the planetVenus
risingon the horizon.

However,Mt. Stromloofficials

saidthatat the timetheyhad
reported seeingthe "pheno-
menon" Venus would just have
risen on the eastern horizon.

The weatherin the area had

been heavilyovercast, they said,
and there would have been
little possibility of reflection

from ground lights.There had
been no other brightstar in
the area described apart from
Jupiter,which could hardly
have been mistaken for a,
brightflashinglight.
Capt. Savageand First Officer

F. E. Hastilowwere flyinga
freighterfrom Brisbaneto Mel-

bourne and near Canberra were
turningback to Sydney because

Essendon was temporarily
closedwhentheysaw the lights

to the eastat 3.25a.m.In an

official report to his company

First OfficerHastilow said the
white light had alternated at
15-second intervals to a red

light.Theyhad been flyingat
3,000ft.and the lightsbad been

above them, appearing some
distanceaway and movingin
the same northerly directionat
a considerablyfaster speed.

Capt. Savage climbedto
5,000ft.to get a betterlook.

The objectdrew away and
eventually disappeared. But
when the freighter's navigation

lights were turned off the

strangelights ahead reappeared.

Replyingto a radioqueryfrom
the freighter, Mascotcontrol
towersaidthatno otherplane
was in the vicinity.LaterMas-

cot controltower picked up
an unusuallightin the east.

Asked tonightwhy he had
turned off his navigation lights,

Capt. Savage said: "At that
time I was quite convincedit
was some foreignobjectin the

sky. I
immediatelythoughtof

a Russianplanethat mightbe
havinga lookaroundour coast
line.I turned towardsit and
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line.I turned towardsit and
triedto chaseit, but it dis-
appeared."

The Civil AviationDepart-

ment's Acting-Superintendent

of AccidentStudies(Mr. W. L.

Milne) commentedtonight:
"ThelasttimeI saw a flying

saucerI was on my way home
from an R.A.A.F. mess."


